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This is the view of Doumergue,1 Werdermann,,2 Bauke,3 and
Bohatec.4 Rieker and his followers tried to show that for Calvin
the visible Church was really an objective institution, and that
it came in Calvinistic history to exhibit some of the signs of being
a voluntary7 association because of some inconsistent ideas which
Calvin's mind contained, but in definite opposition to his inten-
tion. But Calvin insists just as strongly on those of his doctrines
which tend in the direction of conceiving the Church as an
association as on those which tend to make it into an institution,
and unless we charge Calvin with a curious and unexpected in-
consistency on a point to which he directed a very great deal of
his thought and attention, we must accept the view already
propounded. Bauke's book shows clearly that there are many
examples in Calvin's thought of what he calls complexio oppositorum,
and we come to another example now.
The second synthesis of opposing tendencies in Calvin's notion
of the visible Church's constitution is of rigid discipline in the
control and oversight of all members, and 'charity'. The dis-
cipline was accepted freely by all who entered into membership
through faith, but was exercised strictly over all members whether
after their transgression they continued freely to accept it or not.
But the principle of charity demanded that Christians should deal
gently and mercifully with the faults of others. The visible Church
when it is set up, says Calvin, will not be perfect or consist of
perfect people, for we all have to grow in grace; it may even err
in non-cardinal points of doctrine. We must do our best to put
right what is wrong, but if we fail to do so, we are not to desert
the Church, or to disturb its peace by insisting on the rightness of
our position in doctrine or in morals.5 Calvin's attempt to em-
brace these opposites by giving the pastors and elders disciplinary
powers, yet instructing them to use them gently and rath mercy,
was again a genuine one. But he himself in this case became a
party to its breakdown in practice and to the moral rigours of
the consistorial system, and is responsible for it in a way in
which he is not responsible for Congregationalism in Church
government.
Doumergue is again on the right lines in his discussion of this
1 op. cit., V, Part i, Ch. ii, pp. 55-67.
3 op. cit. (the page cannot be checked at present),
3 op. cit., pp. 88-94.
4 op. cit., pp. 346 sqq.  He shows that the function of the Church as Anstalt is to
educate with a view to the building up of the Church as Gemdnde\ and that the
performance of this function is made possible by the growing unity of the Gmeinde.
s II, 756, 757 (cf. p. 127, infra) (last., IV, i, 13,14).